Sports: Don't blame Kevin Durant for not carrying the Warriors like LeBron carries the Cavs. He doesn't have to. Cl 
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BAY AREA WATER SUPPLY 


BATTLE TO DRAIN 
HETCH HETCHY 


Environmental group takes its case back to court to empty the Yosemite reservoir, 
a move vociferously opposed by San Francisco officials and Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
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DINO VOURNAS 


The Wapama Falls above Yosemite’s Hetch Hetchy Reservoir takes hikers on a 2 1/2-mile trek to the waterfall. A Berkeley 
environmental group is continuing its court battle to drain the reservoir. 


By Paul Rogers 


progers@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Two years after losing in court and 
six years after being rejected by vot- 
ers, a Berkeley environmental group is 
continuing its long-running battle to 
drain Hetch Hetchy Reservoir, a linch- 
pin of the water supply for 2.6 million 
Bay Area residents from San Fran- 
cisco to San Jose to southern Alam- 
eda County. 

The reservoir in Yosemite National 
Park, built in 1923, violates Califor- 
nia’s constitution, according to a law- 
suit from the nonprofit group Restore 
Hetch Hetchy, because the constitu- 
tion requires water to be diverted in a 
“reasonable” way, and there are other 
places to store Hetch Hetchy’s water 
that aren’t in a national park. 

The group will pursue its appeal this 
morning in the Fifth District Court of 
Appeal in Fresno. 

“Hetch Hetchy Valley was once 
one of the most spectacular, iconic 
landscapes in California, if not the 
world, and once the reservoir is emp- 
tied, it will come back,” said Spreck 
Rosekrans, executive director of Re- 
store Hetch Hetchy. “Visitors from 
throughout California, across Amer- 
ica and around the world will come 
back to see the valley regain its natu- 
ral splendor.” 
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Looking up Hetch Hetchy Valley from Surprise Point in 1908. 


But San Francisco officials, who own 
the Hetch Hetchy system, have fought 
the idea ferociously. 

“San Francisco voters overwhelm- 
ingly rejected the idea of draining 
Hetch Hetchy Reservoir in 2012, be- 
cause it was a terrible idea. It’s still a 
terrible idea today,” said San Francisco 
City Attorney Dennis Herrera. “As Cal- 
ifornia struggles to deal with recur- 
ring droughts and climate change, the 
last thing we should be doing is drain- 


ing the main water supply for more 
than 2.6 million San Francisco Bay 
Area residents, which also generates 
clean, greenhouse-gas-free hydroelec- 
tric power.” 

Hetch Hetchy water serves resi- 
dents in four Bay Area counties: San 
Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara and 
southern Alameda. Residents drink it 
in 26 cities and water districts, from 
San Francisco to Palo Alto to north 
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TRADE 


Trump renews China tariff threat, complicating talks 
White House plans levies on $50 billion of Chinese goods, other restrictions 


By Christopher Rugaber 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » The Trump 
administration has renewed 
its threat to place 25 percent 
tariffs on $50 billion of Chi- 
nese goods in retaliation for 
what it says are China’s un- 
fair trade practices. 

The White House also 
said Tuesday that it would 
place new restrictions on 
Chinese investment into the 
United States and limit U.S. 
exports of high-tech goods 
to China. 


over a week after trade ten- 
sions between the world’s 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
The threats come just President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping 


in Beijing in November. Trump plans tariffs on China. 


details of that agreement. 
Some trade experts said the 
tariff announcement is likely 
intended to strengthen Ross’ 
hand. 

Other analysts, however, 
say the newly confronta- 
tional stance may be in- 
tended to appease congres- 
sional critics of a deal the 
Trump administration made 
Friday that allowed Chinese 
telecom giant ZTE Corp. to 
stay in business. The tariff 
threat is unlikely to derail 
ongoing talks, they said. 

“This is really about Con- 
gress,” said Derek Scissors, a 
China specialist at the con- 
servative American Enter- 


two largest economies had 
seemingly eased. Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
said May 20 that the trade 
conflict was “on hold.” 


Mnuchin’s comments fol- 
lowed a commitment by 
China to significantly in- 
crease its purchases of U.S. 
farm goods and energy prod- 


ucts, such as natural gas. 
Commerce Department 
Secretary Wilbur Ross is 
scheduled to visit China on 
Saturday to negotiate the 


prise Institute. “I don’t think 
it blows up a deal with the 
Chinese.” 

China’s Ministry of Com- 


Fire 
alarm 
recheck 


not done 


Building that burned in April had 
faulty device since 2011, but fire 
officials failed to inspect properly 


By Thomas Peele and Tatiana Sanchez 
Staff writers 


SAN JOSE » A fire alarm that didn’t work when 
flames roared through an apartment building 
last month had been flagged by fire inspectors 
in 2011, but was not checked again for seven years 
because of bureaucratic bungling, the city fire 
marshal said Tuesday. 

“We failed to complete the inspection,” San 
Jose Fire Marshal Ivan Lee said. 

A civilian fire inspector retired soon after find- 
ing in 2011 that the alarm in one of eight build- 
ings at the Summerwind Apartments did not 
function, Lee said. No one ever followed up to 
make sure it had been certified as working. 

Despite the blunder, firefighters who inspected 
Summerwind over the next six years gave the 
complex a passing inspection, Lee said. 

The nearly tragic 
lapse was a significant 
oversight and raised se- 
rious questions about 
how San Jose is meeting 
the state’s mandate for 
annual fire inspections 
at apartment buildings. 
Mayor Sam Liccardo on 
Tuesday called it “unac- 
ceptable.” 

Nobody was killed in the early morning five- 
alarm fire on April 17, but 15 people were injured 
and 120 residents were displaced. 

Local fire agencies have been under increased 
scrutiny in recent years over fire inspections after 
a pair of deadly fires in Oakland killed 40 people 
in buildings with faulty wiring and other prob- 
lems that the fire department had either failed to 
inspect or follow up on previously flagged safety 
hazards. 

In San Jose, records show an inspector noted 
on May 18, 2011, that the alarm at Summerwind 
was not certified as working. Seven years later, 
Summerwind’s owner still had not gotten the 
alarm certified or finished the permitting pro- 
cess, which would have required it to be tested 
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“I tried 
pulling down 
the fire alarm 
twice, but it 
didn’t work.” 


— Yaneth Garcia, 
resident 


FROM 64 ORIGINALLY TO 4,600 


Study has much 
higher death toll 
in post-Maria 
Puerto Rico 


By Danica Coto 
The Associated Press 


SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO » A new study contends 
that many more deaths than normal occurred 
in Puerto Rico in the three months after Hurri- 
cane Maria devastated the island, mostly because 
of problems getting medicines or medical care. 

Researchers surveyed a small sample of neigh- 
borhoods and from that estimated that up to 
4,600 more deaths than usual occurred, far more 
than earlier studies have suggested. At least one 
independent expert questioned the methods and 
the number in the new study. 

“This estimate could be off by thousands. Eas- 
ily,” Donald Berry, a professor of biostatistics at 
the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, told The Associated Press in an email. 

The research was published online in the New 
England Journal of Medicine. It’s the latest study 
to analyze how many people died during or af- 
ter the Category 4 storm that hit the U.S. terri- 
tory in September 2017, causing more than an es- 
timated $100 billion in damage. Researchers led 
by Harvard University called the official toll of 
64 deaths a “substantial underestimate.” 
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